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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 





Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please enter the following 
amendments and remarks. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning page 1, line 5 with the following: 

-This patent application is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 09/496,945, filed February 3, 2000, which is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 09/179,254, filed October 26, 1998, which is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 08/851,858, filed May 6, 1997, which is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 08/655,870, filed May 24, 1996, which is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 08/245,509, filed May 18, 1994, which is a continuation-in-part of 

U.S. patent application 08/1 1 1,693, filed August 25, 1993, which is a continuation-in-part of 

U.S. patent application 07/880,942, filed May 8, 1992, and 

U.S. patent application 07/754,017, filed September 3, 1991, 

which are all incorporated by reference.-- 
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REMARKS 



This amendment corrects the chain of priority for this application. No new matter is 



If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this 



application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: (650) 326-2400 

Fax: (650) 326-2422 

MDC/acc 



presented. 



CONCLUSION 




Respectfully submitted. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MAT>F 

Page 1, line 5: 

-This patent application is a continuation of 

U.S. patent application 09/496.945 . filed February 3. 2000. which is a continuation of 
U.S. patent application 09/179.2 54. filed October 26. 1998. which is a continuation of 
U.S. patent application 08/851 .858. filed Mav 6. 1997. which is a continuation of 
U.S. patent application 08/655.870 . filed Mav 24, 1996. which is a continuation of 
U.S. patent application 08/245.509. filed Mav 18. 1994. which is a continuation -in-part 0 f 
U.S. patent application [Serial No.] 08/1 1 1,693, filed August 25, 1993, which is a 
continuation-in-part of 

[Serial No. 07/754,017, filed September 3, 1991 and of Serial No.] 

U.S. patent applipation 07/880,942, filed May 8, 1992, [allowed May 4, 1993] and 

U.S. patent application 07/754.017. filed September 3. 1 991 

which are all incorporated bv reference .- 



